SPECIMEN 3

PUPILS WHO SPEND TIME ON FACEBOOK DO WORSE IN EXAMS, STUDY SHOWS

SECTION A : Reading for understanding

You must answer the question in this section.
1. Read the website article from The Daily Mail.
How does the writer present his views about online social networking?
e you should comment on the following:
e the content of the article
e the use of language
e design features, including layout and photographs

e any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Support your answer with examples from the text. (50 marks)
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SECTION B: Writing
You must answer ONE question in this section.
1. Write a speech on the topic of “The Importance of Exercise.’

2. Write a letter to your local council about the problem of graffiti in your town or village.

(50

marks)
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Eiperts have confirmed what parents and ieachers already feared - youngsters wh
use Facebook do worse ih exams.

& study showed that most pupils who regularly guifthe social ngfworking site-under-
perfarm in fests - some by as much as a grade,

The American research found that Facebook rituals, including huilding an empire of
friends, adding applications, joining groups and ‘poking! othet users, cati swallow up
hours of study fime

Sorme users were spehding as little as af hout & weelk dn academic worlk,




Some students were spending as ttie as a hour a weeh on seademic worll a8
thiey wiers 160 Hsy aurﬁng Fa e«lmmf
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‘Our study shows people who spend more fime on Fatehouk spend less time-
studying,’ said Al Karpinsld, a resegrcher in the education depariment at Ohio State
Univarsity.

‘Every generation has its distractions, but ! think Facebook is a unique phenomenon.’
While it focused on Facebonk, the findings are also thought 1o hold true for other
social networking sites.

itinvalved only university students, but usage amang younger children is high and
growing.

Forihe study, the researchers guizzed 219 undergraduates and postgraduaies about
thelr study habits and fime spert on'Facebook,

They found iiat 65 per cent of Facabook users accessed their account daily, offen
checking it several imes to see if they had recelved new messages.

Sore spentjust a couple of minutes during each log-in but others were suring for
tmore than an hout.

The study said that 82 per cent of studenis who used Facehook had a 'significantly’
iower grade point average - the marking system used inUS uriversities - than thase
wha did notuse the site.

tisthe equivaient of the difference between getting an A and a B,'said Me Karpinski,
who will present her findings this week to the annual conferance afthe American
Educational Research Association.

However students appeared to be in denial aboutthe effect oftheir usage on thelr
academic performarice. The majority did notfeel it had an impact oh their work.

In Britain, 83 pervent of 16 to 24-year-clds use social netwarking sites such 98
Facebook, Beho and MySpace.

University student Daigy-Jones, 21, said; Twas inthe lirary trying towerite 3
2,000-word essay when | realised rmf Facehook habit had got out of hand.

| couldnt resist going onling. vou do that, then sumecne’s photo catches your eye.

Bafore you know it, a couple of minutes has umed into & couple of hours and you
bgven't writien a thing.'

& study by the Wational Literacy Trust recently showed that one in five youngsters aged
seven to 15 never reads hooks outside schonl because websites and blogs are
becoming their reading matter of thoice.

Pupils ranked soclal networking sites, blogs, general wehsifes and magazines above
hooks in a survey of their reading habits,

A tuarter of youngsters did not believe that being & proficient reader would help them
achisve success in fulure.

Research has zlso shown that youngsiers arg spending up fo sichours a day in front
of & screen,

They are tuming their hedrooms intn mult-media hubs with Tve, computers, games
consoles, MP3 players and mobile phones all within easy reach.



A spokesmar for Facebook said: There Is #lso academic research that shows the
benefits of services like Facebook,

s in the hands of students, in consultation with their parents, to decide how to spend
theirtimea.’



