American Academy Junior School, Larnaca
Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations
Grade 2 to Grade 6
Range and Sequence of study for Grade 1 and Grade 2
English
Purpose of study
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education
in English will teach pupils to write and speak fluently so that they can communicate
their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can
communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to
develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature,
especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to
acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language
are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do
not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively
disenfranchised.
Aims
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards
of literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the written and spoken word,
and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The
national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
 read easily, fluently and with good understanding
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in
and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain
clearly their understanding and ideas
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
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Grade 1 English
During Grade 1 teachers should build on work from the Early Years, making sure that
pupils can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the
phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. Teachers should also
ensure that pupils continue to learn new grapheme-phoneme correspondences
(GPCs) and revise and consolidate those learnt earlier. The understanding that the
letter(s) on the page represent the sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils'
reading and spelling of all words. This includes common words containing unusual
GPCs. The term ‘common exception words’ is used throughout the programmes of
study for such words.
Alongside this knowledge of GPCs, pupils need to develop the skill of blending the
sounds into words for reading and establish the habit of applying this skill whenever
they encounter new words. This will be supported by practising their reading with
books consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and skill and their knowledge
of common exception words. At the same time they will need to hear, share and
discuss a wide range of high-quality books to develop a love of reading and broaden
their vocabulary.
Pupils should be helped to read words without overt sounding and blending after a few
encounters. Those who are slow to develop this skill should have extra practice.
Pupils’ writing during year 1 will generally develop at a slower pace than their reading.
This is because they need to encode the sounds they hear in words (spelling skills),
develop the physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn how to organise their ideas
in writing.
Pupils entering Grade 1 who have not yet met the early learning goals for literacy
should continue to:
follow the curriculum of the Early Years to develop their word reading, spelling
and language skills. However, these pupils should follow the Grade 1
programme of study in terms of the books they listen to and discuss, so that
they develop their vocabulary and understanding of grammar, as well as their
knowledge more generally across the curriculum. If they are still struggling to
decode and spell, they need to be taught to do this urgently through a rigorous
and systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly.
Teachers should ensure that their teaching develops pupils’ oral vocabulary as well as
their ability to understand and use a variety of grammatical structures, giving particular
support to pupils whose oral language skills are insufficiently developed.
Grade 2 English
By the beginning of Grade 2, pupils should be able to read all common graphemes.
They should be able to read unfamiliar words containing these graphemes, accurately
and without undue hesitation, by sounding them out in books that are matched closely
to each pupil’s level of word reading knowledge. They should also be able to read
many common words containing GPCs taught so far, such as shout, hand, stop, or
dream, without needing to blend the sounds out loud first. Pupils’ reading of common
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exception words, such as you, could, many, or people, should be secure. Pupils will
increase their fluency by being able to read these words easily and automatically.
Finally, pupils should be able to retell some familiar stories that have been read to and
discussed with them, or that they have acted out during Grade 1.
During Grade 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate
and speedy word reading skills. They should also make sure that pupils listen to and
discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books; this should
include whole books. The sooner that pupils can read well and do so frequently, the
sooner they will be able to increase their vocabulary, comprehension and their
knowledge across the wider curriculum.
In writing, pupils at the beginning of Grade 2 should be able to compose individual
sentences orally and then write them down. They should be able to spell correctly
many of the words covered in Grade 1. They should also be able to make phonically
plausible attempts to spell words they have not yet learnt. Finally, they should be able
to form individual letters correctly, so establishing good handwriting habits from the
beginning.
It is important to recognise that pupils begin to meet extra challenges in terms of
spelling during Grade 2. Increasingly, they should learn that there is not always an
obvious connection between the way a word is said and the way it is spelt. Variations
include different ways of spelling the same sound, the use of so-called silent letters
and groups of letters in some words and, sometimes, spelling that has become
separated from the way that words are now pronounced, such as the ‘le’ ending in
table. Pupils’ motor skills also need to be sufficiently advanced for them to write down
ideas that they may be able to compose orally. In addition, writing is intrinsically harder
than reading: pupils are likely to be able to read and understand more complex writing
(in terms of its vocabulary and structure) than they are capable of producing
themselves.
For pupils who do not have the phonic knowledge and skills they need for Grade 2,
teachers should use the Grade 1 programmes of study for word reading and spelling
so that pupils’ word reading skills catch up. However, teachers should use the Grade
2 programme of study for comprehension so that these pupils hear and talk about new
books, poems, other writing, and vocabulary with the rest of the class.

Computing (ICT)
Purpose of study
A high-quality computing education equips pupils to understand and change the world
through logical thinking and creativity, including by making links with mathematics,
science, and design and technology. The core of computing is computer science, in
which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, and how digital
systems work. Computing equips pupils to use information technology to create
programs, systems and a range of media. It also ensures that pupils become digitally
literate – able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through,
information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future
workplace and as active participants in a digital world.
Aims
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The national curriculum for computing aims to ensure that all pupils:
 can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer
science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation
 can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical
experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems
 can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar
technologies, analytically to solve problems
 are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and
communication technology.
Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the
matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Pupils should be taught to:
 understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on
digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and
unambiguous instructions
 create and debug simple programs
 use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs
 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve
digital content
 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private;
know where to go for help and support when they have concerns about
material on the internet
 recognise common uses of information technology beyond school.

Greek as an additional language
Purpose of study
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to
other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and
deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express
their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its
speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them
to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great
literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation
for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.

Aims
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of
authentic sources
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 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and
intonation
 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language
studied.
Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the
matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on
enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching should
provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the
foundations for further foreign language teaching beyond Grade 6. It should enable
pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing,
focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology,
grammatical structures and vocabulary.
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication. If an
ancient language is chosen the focus will be to provide a linguistic foundation for
reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying
ancient languages may take part in simple oral exchanges, while discussion of what
they read will be conducted in English. A linguistic foundation in ancient languages
may support the study of modern languages beyond the primary phase of education.
Pupils should be taught to:
 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding
 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link
the spelling, sound and meaning of words
 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*
 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language
structures
 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*
 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*
 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing
 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language
 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary
 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express
ideas clearly
 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing
 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of
American Academy Junior School Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations Policy 2015 / 2016

high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply
these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to
English.

Physical Education
Subject content
Pupils should develop fundamental movement skills, become increasingly competent
and confident and access a broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance
and coordination, individually and with others. They should be able to engage in
competitive (both against self and against others) and co-operative physical activities,
in a range of increasingly challenging situations.
Pupils should be taught to:
 master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching,
as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply
these in a range of activities
 participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and
defending
 perform dances using simple movement patterns.

History
Subject content
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases
relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they
study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences
between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of
everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using
parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features
of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the
past and identify different ways in which it is represented.
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the
people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to
historical periods that they will study more fully from Grades 3 to 6
Pupils should be taught about:
 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to
reveal aspects of change in national life
 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (e.g. the
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated
through festivals or anniversaries)
 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national
and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of
life in different periods (e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher
Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter
Brueghel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary
Seacole and Edith Cavell)
 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
American Academy Junior School Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations Policy 2015 / 2016

Art and design
Subject content
Pupils should be taught:
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,
experiences and imagination
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,
texture, line, shape, form and space about the work of a range of artists, craft
makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

Design and Technology
Purpose of study
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity
and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant
problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants
and values. They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines
such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils learn how to
take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens.
Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a
critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. High-quality design
and technology education makes an essential contribution to the creativity, culture,
wealth and wellbeing of the nation.
Aims
The national curriculum for design and technology aims to ensure that all pupils:
 develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform
everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly
technological world
 build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order
to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of
users
 critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
 understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.
Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand
the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of
designing and making. They should work in a range of relevant contexts, such as the
home and school, gardens and playgrounds, the local community, industry and the
wider environment.
When designing and making, pupils should be taught to:
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Design
 design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other
users based on design criteria
 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking,
drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and
communication technology
Make
 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks
such as cutting, shaping, joining and finishing
 select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their
characteristics
Evaluate
 explore and evaluate a range of existing products
 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria
Technical knowledge
 build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more
stable
 explore and use mechanisms, such as levers, sliders, wheels and axles, in
their products.


Mathematics
Purpose of study
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been
developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing
problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and
engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. A
high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding
the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and
power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.
Aims
The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:
 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied
and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that
pupils have conceptual understanding and are able to recall and apply their
knowledge rapidly and accurately to problems
 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships
and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using
mathematical language
 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and
non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down
problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.
Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which pupils need to be able to move
fluently between representations of mathematical ideas. The programmes of study
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are, by necessity, organised into apparently distinct domains, but pupils should make
rich connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical
reasoning and competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. They
should also apply their mathematical knowledge to science and other subjects.
The expectation is that the majority of pupils will move through the programmes of
study at broadly the same pace. However, decisions about when to progress should
always be based on the security of pupils’ understanding and their readiness to
progress to the next stage. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly should be challenged
through being offered rich and sophisticated problems before any acceleration through
new content. Those who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material should
consolidate their understanding, including through additional practice, before moving
on.
Calculators should not be used as a substitute for good written and mental arithmetic.
They should therefore only be introduced in Grades 4 to 6 to support pupils’ conceptual
understanding and exploration of more complex number problems, if written and
mental arithmetic are secure. In primary schools teachers should use their judgement
about when ICT tools should be used.
The national curriculum for mathematics reflects the importance of spoken
language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially
and linguistically. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are
key factors in developing their mathematical vocabulary and presenting a
mathematical justification, argument or proof. They must be assisted in making their
thinking clear to themselves as well as others and teachers should ensure that pupils
build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their
misconceptions.
The principal focus of mathematics teaching in Grades 1 and 2 is to ensure that
pupils develop confidence and mental fluency with whole numbers, counting and place
value. This should involve working with numerals, words and the four operations,
including with practical resources (e.g. concrete objects and measuring tools).
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare
and sort different shapes and use the related vocabulary. Teaching should also involve
using a range of measures to describe and compare different quantities such as
length, mass, capacity/volume, time and money.
By the end of Grade 2, pupils should know the number bonds to 20 and be precise in
using and understanding place value. An emphasis on practice at this early stage will
aid fluency.
Pupils should read and spell mathematical vocabulary, at a level consistent with their
increasing word reading and spelling knowledge.

Music
Purpose of study
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A
high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of
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music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity
and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical
engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination
to the best in the musical canon.
Aims
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great
composers and musicians
 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own
and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level
of musical excellence
 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated,
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics,
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Attainment targets
By the end of Grade 2, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters,
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Pupils should be taught to:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking
chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and
recorded music
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related
dimensions of music.
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Science
Purpose of study
A high-quality science education provides the foundations for understanding the world
through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Science has
changed our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all pupils should be
taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.
Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils
should be encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a
sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. They should be
encouraged to understand how science can be used to explain what is occurring,
predict how things will behave, and analyse causes.
Aims
The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils:
 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the
specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics
 develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science
through different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific
questions about the world around them
 are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and
implications of science, today and for the future.
Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding
The programmes of study describe a sequence of knowledge and concepts. While it
is important that pupils make progress, it is also vitally important that they develop
secure understanding of each key block of knowledge and concepts in order to
progress to the next stage. Insecure, superficial understanding will not allow genuine
progression: pupils may struggle at key points of transition (such as between primary
and secondary school), build up serious misconceptions, and/or have significant
difficulties in understanding higher-order content.
Pupils should be able to describe associated processes and key characteristics in
common language, but they should also be familiar with, and use, technical
terminology accurately and precisely. They should build up an extended specialist
vocabulary. They should also apply their mathematical knowledge to their
understanding of science, including collecting, presenting and analysing data. The
social and economic implications of science are important but, generally, they are
taught most appropriately within the wider school curriculum: teachers will wish to use
different contexts to maximise their pupils’ engagement with and motivation to study
science.
The nature, processes and methods of science
‘Working scientifically’ specifies the understanding of the nature, processes and
methods of science for each year group. It should not be taught as a separate strand.
The notes and guidance give examples of how ‘working scientifically’ might be
embedded within the content of biology, chemistry and physics, focusing on the key
features of scientific enquiry, so that pupils learn to use a variety of approaches to
answer relevant scientific questions. These types of scientific enquiry should include:
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observing over time; pattern seeking; identifying, classifying and grouping;
comparative and fair testing (controlled investigations); and researching using
secondary sources. Pupils should seek answers to questions through collecting,
analysing and presenting data. ‘Working scientifically’ will be developed further after
the primary phase , once pupils have built up sufficient understanding of science to
engage meaningfully in more sophisticated discussion of experimental design and
control.
Spoken language in science
The national curriculum for science reflects the importance of spoken language in
pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and
linguistically. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are key
factors in developing their scientific vocabulary and articulating scientific concepts
clearly and precisely. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear, both to
themselves and others, and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure
foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions.
School curriculum
The programmes of study for science are set out year-by-year for primary. Schools
are, however, only required to teach the relevant programme of study by the end of
the key stage. Within each key stage, schools therefore have the flexibility to introduce
content earlier or later than set out in the programme of study. In addition, schools can
introduce key stage content during an earlier key stage if appropriate. All schools are
also required to set out their school curriculum for science on a year-by-year basis and
make this information available online.
Attainment targets
By the end of Grade 2, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters,
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
The principal focus of science teaching in key stage 1 is to enable pupils to experience
and observe phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and humanly constructed
world around them. They should be encouraged to be curious and ask questions about
what they notice. They should be helped to develop their understanding of scientific
ideas by using different types of scientific enquiry to answer their own questions,
including observing changes over a period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and
classifying things, carrying out simple comparative tests, and finding things out using
secondary sources of information. They should begin to use simple scientific language
to talk about what they have found out and communicate their ideas to a range of
audiences in a variety of ways. Most of the learning about science should be done
through the use of first-hand practical experiences, but there should also be some use
of appropriate secondary sources, such as books, photographs and videos.
‘Working scientifically’ is described separately in the programme of study, but must
always be taught through and clearly related to the teaching of substantive science
content in the programme of study. Throughout the notes and guidance, examples
show how scientific methods and skills might be linked to specific elements of the
content. Pupils should read and spell scientific vocabulary at a level consistent with
their increasing word reading and spelling knowledge.

Geography
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Purpose of study
A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination
about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources
and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the
Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing
knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the
interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of
landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge provides the tools and
approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped,
interconnected and change over time.
Aims
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:
 develop contextual knowledge of the location of places, seas and oceans, including
their defining physical and human characteristics
 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about
spatial variation and change over time
 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical
processes
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps and writing at length.
Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the
matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world and their locality. They should
understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical
geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to
enhance their locational awareness.
Pupils should be taught to:
Location knowledge
 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
 name, locate and identify characteristics of countries and name and place
capital cities
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Place knowledge
 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of
a small area in a contrasting non-European country
Human and physical geography
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles
 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office,
port, harbour and shop
Geographical skills and fieldwork
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key
stage
 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational
and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right) to describe the
location of features and routes on a map
 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and
basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and
construct basic symbols in a key
 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their
school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.
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Range and Sequence of study for Grades 3 to 6
English
Purpose of study
By the beginning of Grade 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an ageappropriate interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed
that is sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on
decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new words outside
their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation.
As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching should be directed more
towards developing the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they
become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently.
They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays
and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their
knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects. They
should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with support at the
start of Grade 3 and increasingly independently by the end of Grade 4.
Pupils should be able to write down their ideas with a reasonable degree of accuracy
and with good sentence punctuation. Teachers should therefore be consolidating
pupils’ writing skills, their grasp of sentence structure and their knowledge of linguistic
terminology. Teaching them to develop as writers involves increasing their
competence as well as teaching them to enhance the effectiveness of what they write.
Teachers should make sure that pupils build on what they have learnt, particularly in
terms of the range of their writing and the more varied grammar from which they can
draw to express their ideas. Pupils should be beginning to understand how writing can
be different from speech. Joined handwriting should be the norm; pupils should be
able to use it fast enough to keep pace with what they want to say.
Pupils’ spelling of common words should be correct, including exception words and
other words that they have learnt (see Appendix 1). Pupils should spell words as
accurately as possible using their phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling,
such as morphology and etymology.
Most pupils will not need further direct teaching of word reading skills: they are able
to decode unfamiliar words accurately, and need very few repeated experiences of
this before the word is stored in such a way that they can read it without overt soundblending.
As in Grades 2 and 3, however, pupils who are still struggling to decode need to be
taught to do this urgently through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme
so that they catch up rapidly with their peers. If they cannot decode independently and
fluently, they will find it increasingly difficult to understand what they read and to write
down what they want to say. As far as possible, however, they should follow the Grade
3 and 4 programme of study in terms of listening to new books, hearing and learning
new vocabulary and grammatical structures, and discussing these. Specific
requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their wider
skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In Grades 3 and 4,
pupils should become more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater
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variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama,
formal presentations and debate.
Scientific Language
The principal focus of science teaching in Grades 3 and 4 is to enable pupils to
broaden their scientific view of the world around them. They should do this through
exploring, talking about, testing and developing ideas about everyday phenomena and
the relationships between living things and familiar environments, and by beginning to
develop their ideas about functions, relationships and interactions. They should ask
their own questions about what they observe and make some decisions about which
types of scientific enquiry are likely to be the best ways of answering them, including
observing changes over time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things,
carrying out simple comparative and fair tests and finding things out using secondary
sources of information. They should draw simple conclusions and use some scientific
language, first, to talk about and, later, to write about what they have found out.
‘Working scientifically’ is described separately at the beginning of the programme of
study, but must always be taught through and clearly related to substantive science
content in the programme of study. Throughout the notes and guidance, examples
show how scientific methods and skills might be linked to specific elements of the
content. Pupils should read and spell scientific vocabulary correctly and with
confidence, using their growing word reading and spelling knowledge.
Upper Juniors– Grades 5 - 6
By the beginning of Grade 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of
poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a
reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and
to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If
the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should ask for help in determining both the
meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly. They should be able to prepare
readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, and should be able
to summarise and present a familiar story in their own words. They should be reading
widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. They
should be able to read silently, and then discuss what they have read.
Pupils should be able to write down their ideas quickly. Their grammar and
punctuation should be broadly accurate. Pupils’ spelling of most words taught so
far should be accurate and they should be able to spell words that they have not yet
been taught by using what they have learnt about how spelling works in English.
During Grades 5 and 6, teachers should continue to emphasise pupils’ enjoyment
and understanding of language, especially vocabulary, to support their reading and
writing. Pupils’ knowledge of language, gained from stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction
and textbooks, will support their increasing fluency as readers, their facility as writers,
and their comprehension. As in Grades 3 and 4, pupils should be taught to enhance
the effectiveness of their writing as well as their competence.
It is essential that pupils whose decoding skills are poor are taught through a rigorous
and systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with their peers in
terms of their decoding and spelling. However, as far as possible, these pupils should
American Academy Junior School Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations Policy 2015 / 2016

follow the upper key stage 2 programme of study in terms of listening to books and
other writing that they have not come across before, hearing and learning new
vocabulary and grammatical structures, and having a chance to talk about all of these.
By the end of Grade 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and
effortless for them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in Year 1, across
all subjects and not just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to
learn subject-specific vocabulary. They should be able to reflect their understanding
of the audience for and purpose of their writing by selecting appropriate vocabulary
and grammar. Teachers should prepare pupils for secondary education by ensuring
that they can consciously control the structure of sentences in their writing and
understand why sentences are constructed as they are. This involves consolidation,
practice and discussion of language.
Specific requirements for pupils to discuss what they are learning and to develop their
wider skills in spoken language form part of this programme of study. In Grades 5 and
6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and mastery of language should be extended through
public speaking, performance and debate.

ICT (Computing)
Purpose of study
Pupils should be taught to:
 design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including
controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing
them into smaller parts
 use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and
various forms of input and output
 use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect
and correct errors in algorithms and programs
 understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide
multiple services, such as the world-wide web; and the opportunities they offer
for communication and collaboration
 use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and
ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content
 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; know a range of ways to
report concerns and inappropriate behaviour
 select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a
range of digital devices to accomplish given goals, including collecting,
analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information.

Physical Education
Purpose of study
Pupils should continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how to
use them in different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences of
movement. They should enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with each
other. They should develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical

American Academy Junior School Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations Policy 2015 / 2016

activities and sports and learn how to evaluate and recognise their own success.
Pupils should be taught to:
 use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
 play competitive games, modified where appropriate, such as basketball,
cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and tennis, and apply basic principles
suitable for attacking and defending
 develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance, for example
through athletics and gymnastics
 perform dances using a range of movement patterns
 take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and
within a team
 compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement
to achieve their personal best

History
Purpose of study
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and
understanding of Greek Cypriot and world history, establishing clear narratives within
and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly
address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause,
similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses
that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information.
They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range
of sources and that different versions of past events may exist, giving some reasons
for this.
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British,
local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth
studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity
of specific aspects of the content.
Pupils should be taught about:
 changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
This could include:
 late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, e.g. Skara Brae in Scotland
 Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, e.g. Stonehenge
 Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture
 the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
This could include:
 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC
 the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army
 successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall
 British resistance, e.g. Boudica
 “Romanisation” of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of
technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity
 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
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This could include:
 Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman
Empire
 Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland)
 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village
life
 Anglo-Saxon art and culture
 Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne
 the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of
Edward the Confessor

This could include:
 Viking raids and invasion
 resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England
 further Viking invasions and Danegeld
 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice
 Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066
 a local history study
For example:
 a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above
 a study over time tracing how several aspects national history are reflected in
the locality (this can go beyond 1066)
 a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that
is significant in the locality.
 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’
chronological knowledge beyond 1066
For example:
 the changing power of monarchs using case studies such as John, Anne and
Victoria
 changes in an aspect of social history, such as crime and punishment from the
Anglo-Saxons to the present or leisure and entertainment in the 20th Century
 the legacy of Greek or Roman culture (art, architecture or literature) on later
periods in British history, including the present day
 a significant turning point in British history, e.g. the first railways or the Battle
of Britain
 the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when
the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following:
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of
Ancient China
 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence
on the western world

Art and Design
Purpose of study
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Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their
use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of
different kinds of art, craft and design.
Pupils should be taught:
 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and
revisit ideas
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing,
painting and sculpture with a range of materials (e.g. pencil, charcoal, paint,
clay)
 all about great artists, architects and designers throughout history.
 Use their locality in Cyprus (and Greece) to provide them with inspiration for
creating art through various forms
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Design and Technology
Purpose of study
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of
designing and making. They should work in a range of relevant contexts, such as the
home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment.
When designing and making, pupils should be taught to:
Design
 use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative,
functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular
individuals or groups
 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion,
annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes,
pattern pieces and computer-aided design
Make
 select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical
tasks, such as cutting, shaping, joining and finishing, accurately
 select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional
properties and aesthetic qualities
Evaluate
 investigate and analyse a range of existing products
 evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider
the views of others to improve their work
 understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have
helped shape the world
Technical knowledge
 apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more
complex structures
 understand and use mechanical systems in their products, such as gears,
pulleys, cams, levers and linkages
 understand and use electrical systems in their products, such as series circuits
incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors
 apply their understanding of computing to programme, monitor and control their
products.

Greek as an additional language
Purpose of study
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to
other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and
deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express
their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its
speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them
to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great
literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation
for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.
American Academy Junior School Curriculum Guidelines and Expectations Policy 2015 / 2016

Aims
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of
authentic sources
 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and
intonation
 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language
studied.
Attainment targets
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the
matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.
Subject content
Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on
enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching should
provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the
foundations for further foreign language teaching beyond Grade 6. It should enable
pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing,
focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology,
grammatical structures and vocabulary.
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication. If an
ancient language is chosen the focus will be to provide a linguistic foundation for
reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying
ancient languages may take part in simple oral exchanges, while discussion of what
they read will be conducted in English. A linguistic foundation in ancient languages
may support the study of modern languages beyond the primary phase of education.
Pupils should be taught to:
 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding
 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link
the spelling, sound and meaning of words
 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*
 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language
structures
 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*
 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*
 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing
 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language
 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary
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 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express
ideas clearly
 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing
 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply
these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to
English.

Mathematics
Purpose of study
Grades 3 and 4
The principal focus of mathematics teaching at this stage is to ensure that pupils
become increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the four operations, including
number facts and the concept of place value. This should ensure that pupils develop
efficient written and mental methods and perform calculations accurately with
increasingly large whole numbers.
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including
with simple fractions and decimal place value. Teaching should also ensure that pupils
draw with increasing accuracy and develop mathematical reasoning so they can
analyse shapes and their properties, and confidently describe the relationships
between them. It should ensure that they can use measuring instruments with
accuracy and make connections between measure and number.
By the end of Grade 4, pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up to
and including the 12 multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work.
Pupils should read and spell mathematical vocabulary correctly and confidently, using
their growing word reading knowledge and their knowledge of spelling.
Grades 5 and 6
The principal focus of mathematics teaching in this phase is to ensure that pupils
extend their understanding of the number system and place value to include larger
integers. This should develop the connections that pupils make between multiplication
and division with fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio.
At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a wider range of problems,
including increasingly complex properties of numbers and arithmetic, and problems
demanding efficient written and mental methods of calculation. With this foundation in
arithmetic, pupils are introduced to the language of algebra as a means for solving a
variety of problems. Teaching in geometry and measures should consolidate and
extend knowledge developed in number. Teaching should also ensure that pupils
classify shapes with increasingly complex geometric properties and that they learn the
vocabulary they need to describe them.
By the end of Grade 6, pupils should be fluent in written methods for all four operations,
including long multiplication and division, and in working with fractions, decimals and
percentages.
Pupils should read, spell and pronounce mathematical vocabulary correctly.
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Music
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and
control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural
memory.
Pupils should be taught to:
 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related
dimensions of music
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory
 use and understand staff and other musical notations
 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians
 develop an understanding of the history of music.

Science
Purpose of study
Grades 5-6
The principal focus of science teaching in upper key stage 2 is to enable pupils to
develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas. They should do
this through exploring and talking about their ideas; asking their own questions about
scientific phenomena; and analysing functions, relationships and interactions more
systematically. In Grades 5 and 6, they should encounter more abstract ideas and
begin to recognise how these ideas help them to understand and predict how the world
operates. They should also begin to recognise that scientific ideas change and
develop over time. They should select the most appropriate ways to answer science
questions using different types of scientific enquiry, including observing changes over
different periods of time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying
out comparative and fair tests and finding things out using a wide range of secondary
sources of information. Pupils should draw conclusions based on their data and
observations, use evidence to justify their ideas, and use their scientific knowledge
and understanding to explain their findings.
‘Working and thinking scientifically’ is described separately at the beginning of the
programme of study, but must always be taught through and clearly related to
substantive science content in the programme of study. Throughout the notes and
guidance, examples show how scientific methods and skills might be linked to specific
elements of the content.
Pupils should read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary correctly.
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Geography
Purpose of study
Grades 5 and 6
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to
include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include
the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and
physical features. They should develop their use of geographical tools and skills to
enhance their locational and place knowledge.
Pupils should be taught to:
Location knowledge
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the
location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and
major cities
 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and landuse patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over
time
 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones
(including day and night)
Place knowledge
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in
a European country, and a region within North or South America
Human and physical geography
 describe and understand key aspects of:
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts,
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic
activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including
energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and
describe features studied
 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world
 use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features
in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and
graphs, and digital technologies.
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